Chapter 5
Plural Nouns and Irregular Plurals

1. Whatls a Plural Noun?

A plural noun means more than one person, place, thing, or idea.

Examples: book = books dog = dogs student - students
Example sentences:

e | have two books.
e There are many students in the classroom.

2. Regular Plurals: Add -s

Most nouns form the plural by adding -s.
Examples: car - cars apple - apples teacher - teachers
Example sentences:

¢ She has three cats.
e We bought two tables.

3. Nouns Ending in -s, -x, -sh, -ch, -z

Add -es.

Examples: bus - buses box = boxes dish - dishes watch - watches

Example sentences:
e The restaurant has many dishes.
e There are several boxes in the room

4. Nouns Ending in Consonant +y

Changey -» ies

Examples: baby = babies city - cities story
Example sentence:

* The two cities are very beautiful.
e His stories are very interesting.

- stories



But: Vowel +y->add-s

Examples: boy = boys toy - toys key

Example sentence: The children have many toys.
5. Nouns Endingin -f / -fe

Often change f - ves
Examples: leaf - leaves wolf - wolves  knife

Example sentence: The tree has many leaves.

. But some just add -s:
Examples: roof - roofs chief

- chiefs

6. Irregular Plurals o

Some nouns change completely

Common irregular plurals
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- keys

- knives life = lives

. These need to be memorised
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Singular Plural Singular Plural
man men diagnosis diagnoses
woman women emphasis emphases
child children hypothesis hypotheses
person people thesis theses
foot feet phenomenon phenomena
tooth teeth criterion criteria
goose geese datum data
mouse mice medium media
stimulus stimuli bacterium bacteria
alumnus alumni curriculum curricula
alumna alumni index indices
analysis analyses appendix appendices
basis bases axis axes
crisis crises




7. Nouns with the Same Singular and Plural @

Some nouns do not change.

Singular Plural Singular Plural
sheep sheep trout trout
deer deer shrimp shrimp
fish fish* offspring offspring
species species spacecraft spacecraft
aircraft aircraft crossroads crossroads
series series headquarters headquarters
means means
salmon salmon
* When referring to different species of fish, the plural form ‘fishes’ can be used.
8. Foreign Plurals ®

Some English words come from Latin or Greek

Examples:
Singular Plural
cactus cacti
focus foci
Fungus fungi
phenomenon phenomena
criterion criteria

These are common in academic English and IELTS Academic Reading & Writing

Example: Several phenomena were observed

9. Uncountable Nouns (No Plural)
Some nouns cannot be plural.

Examples:

¢ information
e advice

e furniture

e equipment
e luggage



X advices
Vv pieces of advice

Example: She gave me two pieces of advice.

10. Quick Summary Chart

Rule Example

add -s book - books
add -es bus = buses

y > ies city -> cities

f - ves leaf - leaves
irregular child = children
same form | sheep = sheep

11. Common Mistakes
Mistake 1 X childs v children
Mistake 2 X informations v information

Mistake 3 X two advices v two pieces of advice



